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February 2010 will be dominated by the Winter Olympics in 

Vancouver. Athletes will have spent the last few years train-

ing hard to achieve their best ever performance at these 

Games. A parallel is often drawn between the world of sport 

and business. Gröninger has also been hard at work in 2009, 

investing significantly in innovative technology, staffing 

and plant layout. It aims to continue the company’s excellent 

performance in the coming years, pushing the limits in the 

field of cleaning.

One such investment is the expansion of our team to include 

Ayad Mazlin as PLC programmer. He will focus on developing 

control software and commissioning systems. The world of ICT 

has been developing at lightning speed, presenting a wealth of 

opportunities for application in the world of cleaning.  

The industrial building at Schiedam has undergone a radical 

facelift. The office and workshop equipment have been 

upgraded enabling us to present a face fit for the new decade.

Considerable time and energy have been devoted to optimising 

the services and service history setup in our SAP system. We are 

therefore well prepared for the planned launch of a new real-

time service management system in 2010.

The slack economic climate has given an extra boost to our sales 

staff. We were able to land a large number of new orders in the 

second half of 2009. Thanks to the investments we have made, 

we are 100% ready to implement these projects promptly, effec-

tively and efficiently. After all, for us, satisfied customers are like 

winning an Olympic gold. 

However, there’s one area in which the parallel between the 

Olympic Games and Gröninger ceases. The Olympics last for just 

three weeks, whereas Gröninger is unrestricted by timescales 

when it comes to providing services for its customers! Perhaps 

Gröninger can do something for you in 2010? 

The Gröninger team

Foreword 
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The first Symposium on Tank Cleaning 

was held in Brecht (B) on June 17, 

2009, attracting over 100 visitors. The 

Symposium was initiated with the help 

of Gröninger and was heralded a great 

success. 

The four speakers presented topics of 

current interest in the field of tank clean-

ing and water treatment, like energy 

reducing methods and recovery of gasses 

from a biological waste water treatment 

plant. 

In his presentation, Hugo Kerkhofs from 

EFTCO emphasised the importance of the 

European Cleaning Document (ECD).

Various suppliers set up information 

stands, providing information on subjects 

such as folding steps, chemicals, brush 

systems and water treatment. 

Once the official programme had drawn 

to a close, there was an opportunity for 

guests to mingle, with a drink and bite 

to eat. 

 

In short, the event was a great success 

and will definitely be repeated in the 

future!   

First symposium on Tank Cleaning  
a great success  

Symposium organisers, f.l.t.r. Joost 

Kasbergen (Gröninger Cleaning Systems 

B.V.), Eddy Korevaar (Claassen, Moolenbeek 

& Partners) and Peter Reijnoudt (Vecom B.V.)

Cleaning latex and synthetic resin con-

tainers is no mean feat. “Fresh” prod-

uct is still relatively easy to remove; 

but as soon as the residual material 

has been in contact with oxygen, it’s a 

completely different story. Since 1999, 

Gröninger has been producing recir-

culation units that greatly ease the 

task of cleaning. The original design 

has since been upgraded to a second 

generation system. A clear benefit of 

the latex cleaner is (still) that it can run 

without interruption, which greatly 

saves on the number of person hours 

required. 

Tank Cleaning Europoort – Europoort 

Rt (NL) purchased a new latex cleaner in 

November 2009. It is built entirely on a 

stainless steel skid. The cleaning agent 

comprises a mix of water and solvent that 

is heated by steam to 90ºC. A centrifugal 

pump injects the product in large quanti-

ties into the tank at approx. 9 bar. The 

pump has sufficient capacity to power 

two water jets at the same time. The latex 

cleaner is also equipped with a return 

pump and filter system. Because of the 

aggressive nature of the solvent, the sys-

tem also incorporates all necessary safety 

devices.   

New generation of latex cleaners
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Flexible system for cleaning, drying and  
leak-testing IBCs
A customised cleaning system has 

been commissioned for logistics 

service-provider ICS in Paal-Beringen 

(B). The system will enable tens of 

thousands of drums and IBCs to be 

cleaned each year. 

The core of the system is formed by a 

stainless steel frame with six IBC clean-

ing stations, where the IBCs are cleaned 

inside and out. To separate out environ-

mentally harmful substances or residual 

product from the relatively clean waste 

flows, the system has six separate collec-

tion trays equipped with physically sepa-

rated piping systems, each with three 

drainage pipes. This ensures that residual 

product from the IBCs is always disposed 

of in the right way. 

All the IBC stations have a dryer pipe 

which is used to fully dry the IBCs in 

approximately five minutes. Once the IBCs 

have been dried, they are automatically 

tested to check that they are leak-proof. 

The test data is stored on a computer for 

verification and if necessary printed onto 

a label. In this way it is possible to guar-

antee that the IBCs can be used again in a 

safe and responsible way.   

The IBCs that are returned are taken from 

the industrial building on a fork-lift truck 

and placed on a roller conveyor. From 

this point on, the whole process is fully 

automated. Any material left behind in 

the IBC is drained by slightly lifting the 

IBC over a gutter. This residual product is 

then disposed of in an environmentally 

friendly way via a separate piping system. 

The IBC is then conveyed to a stain-

less steel washing bay with automatic 

doors on either side, where the IBC is 

cleaned inside and out following a pre-

programmed cleaning cycle. During the 

preliminary wash, the initial most heavily 

contaminated rinsing water is collected 

and drained away separately. The main 

wash is performed using 100% recycled 

water heated to 60°C, offering tremen-

dous savings. 

Once the IBC has been cleaned, it leaves 

the washing bay and is then lifted 

again to let any remaining rinsing water 

drain out. The IBC is then taken directly 

through to the fertiliser filling installation. 

The complete cycle takes a matter of min-

utes for each IBC. 

Apart from their use in the chemical sec-

tor, installations such as these are also 

very suitable for use in the food indus-

try, once they have been adjusted or 

enhanced with extra functionality.  

Fully automatic IBCs 
emptied, cleaned and filled 
with new product
Euroliquids B.V. in Rotterdam (NL) produces and distributes liquid fertilisers 

among other products. A high IBC turnaround speed has to be achieved, 

especially in the spring, which is when the fertilisers are actually used. To meet 

this need, Euroliquids developed an integrated system for receiving, cleaning and 

filling IBCs, working in close cooperation with Feige and Gröninger.
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Van Gansewinkel Group 
discovers lost treasure!
Every once in a while, wonderful things 

happen that are worth taking the time 

to tell the tale. The “Van Gansewinkel- 

Drachten” project is one such story. 

In addition to providing waste-process-

ing services, the Van Gansewinkel group 

in the north of Friesland also cleans IBCs, 

drums and other types of packaging. In 

summer 2008, it started looking for a 

cleaning system to support its various 

cleaning requirements, and approached 

our company to discuss its needs. 

Since then, the decision was taken at 

head office level to merge with AVR from 

Rotterdam. This same AVR had merged 

with local firm Roteb Chemie in 1998.

In 1995, Gröninger supplied Roteb with 

an automatic cleaning system including 

a stainless steel washing bay, roller con-

veyors, tipping system for covered drums 

and a cleaning frame for IBCs. This system 

was set up in Rotterdam – at the Spaanse 

Polder industrial park – but was taken 

out of service in 2000. The service depart-

ment of Gröninger has not visited the site 

since 2000. 

Imagine our complete surprise when 

we received a phone call from Van 

Gansewinkel in Drachten, saying: “We’ve 

bought a Gröninger system, can you come 

and take a look at it, it’s due for a service.” 

No sooner said than done. With the out-

come that in November 2008, this sys-

tem which hadn’t worked for eight years 

was brought back to life by Gröninger. 

And everything still seemed to be 

working. The system was dismantled in 

January 2009 and then re-installed in all 

its glory that autumn. 

And how much did all this cost? 

A fraction of price of the system when 

new.   

Esbaco modernises cleaning bay  
for SS Food Containers
ESBACO in Hoorn is a producer of 

almond paste and marzipan, fruit 

fillings and confectionary products. 

During and after the production pro-

cess, these high quality products are 

stored in stainless steel tanks (500/900 

litres). 

These tanks have to be cleaned after each 

production batch. This used to be done 

via a fully automated low pressure sys-

tem with roller conveyors and a stainless 

steel cleaning bay. However, the system 

did not always meet expectations, so 

Gröninger Cleaning Systems was com-

missioned by Esbaco to turn it into a high 

pressure system. 

Gröninger supplied a plug-and-play 

pump unit, incorporating a frame, 

high pressure pump, switch box and 

water tank. In combination with a heat 

exchanger, the system achieves the best 

possible cleaning results. The advantages 

of high pressure cleaning are plain to see 

in this solution – faster cleaning cycles 

and less water consumption. What else 

could you want?   
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Delicia B.V. is a specialist in chocolate 

products and has been in existence 

for over 70 years. Products range from 

various types of chocolate sprinkles 

and flakes to chocolate chips and 

crispies. Each year, over fifteen mil-

lion kilograms of chocolate products 

leave the Tilburg site for destinations 

throughout Europe. 

Production capacity has grown sharply in 

the last few years. The existing cleaning 

bay couldn’t keep up with this growth, 

so bottlenecks were a common occur-

rence. Cleaning capacity clearly had to be 

increased. 

With the old solution, production drums 

were automatically cleaned in a bay with 

low pressure (4 bar) water heated to 80°C. 

The drums were then dried. The complete 

cleaning cycle took seven minutes and 

the cleaning results sometimes left some-

thing to be desired. 

The challenge facing Gröninger/Delicia 

was to reduce the cycle to 4.5 minutes. 

After carrying out various tests, the 

required results were achieved using a 

high pressure system (100 bar, 80°C). The 

new solution has the positive side effect of 

significantly reducing water consumption. 

A great example of a win/win situation.   

Singapore-based giant Wilmar is one 

of the world’s biggest players in the 

field of producing and refining tropical 

oils and fats, such as palm and coco-

nut oil. A few years ago, it started to 

enjoy a strong position in Europe, after 

building a new plant in Rotterdam 

and taking over the Brake fat refinery 

(North Germany). The company made 

the decision to set up its own cleaning 

system at its plant, given the upturn 

in production, the corresponding 

increase in the number of shipments 

and the need to comply with the  

strictest quality standards.

The system has been up and running 

since January 2010. “Food only” tankers 

and containers are cleaned in two clean-

ing zones. They are equipped with two 

water-propelled rotor jets that are fed by 

a Cleanpack unit (integrating high pres-

sure pumps, heat exchangers and control 

cabinets in one unit). For the time being, 

Cleanpack capacity is used in alternating 

mode in both zones. The plant’s facili-

ties are used for utilities and waste water 

disposal. The system can be extended to 

support further growth by easily integrat-

ing a second pump unit.

Given the stringent requirements for 

cleaning foodstuffs, Wilmar did not hesi-

tate to include the TRS system in the solu-

tion, which continuously monitors the 

cleaning process. Once a container has 

been satisfactorily cleaned, it is possible 

to print out a TRS cleaning certificate. 

We congratulate Wilmar for investing in 

quality.   

Capacity increased in existing washing cabin

Oil and fat producer builds 
own cleaning
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Prices of the variables involved in 

cleaning (water, gas, oil and steam) 

have risen sharply over the last few 

years, peaking in July 2008. Although 

prices have since been steadily 

going down – not least because of 

the economic climate – they are still 

around the level of prices in mid 2007! 

It makes sense to explore ways of 

saving energy in order to manage the 

variable costs of cleaning. Here are a 

few examples:

Eikelenboom – Bergen op Zoom (NL) opted 

for a frequency-controlled spray gun 

pump. Use of high pressure spray guns 

on this system with four cleaning zones 

fluctuates considerably. Investment in a 

new pump with an efficient frequency-

controlled motor has led to a clear 

reduction (approx. 35%) in energy con-

sumption and less wear and tear on the 

pump.

BTB Grisard Bitumen – Basel (CH) gave 

Gröninger the order to install a heat 

exchanger in the first tank collecting the 

waste water. The heat exchanger heats 

up the incoming mains water by 7°C to 

9°C before it ends up in the hot water 

tank. Because the water has been pre-

heated, less steam is needed to bring the 

water up to the desired 90ºC. The heat 

exchanger is mounted on a hoist to facili-

tate cleaning. 

Gröninger is happy to provide help and 

advice in looking for ways of saving 

energy – in new and particularly in exist-

ing systems.   

Stockach is a town in South Germany 

surrounded by orchards. So it makes 

sense it is also home to a leading fruit 

juice producer – Fidel Dreher. Dreher 

Tanker Cleaning was established in 

2008 as the company needed to start 

cleaning its own tankers.

The company specialises in the high-

quality cleaning of foodstuffs. There are 

three cleaning bays, two of which are for 

internal cleaning. Since it started operat-

ing, the number of tankers making their 

way to Stockach has steadily increased, 

and two further customer wishes have 

been incorporated, i.e. drying on com-

pletion and a quick outside clean. After 

various discussions, Gröninger was given 

the order for supplying a drying system, 

automatic foaming arch and an extra 

spray gun pump.

The round shape of tankers presents an 

additional challenge when cleaning their 

exterior. In practice, the tankers often 

have to be manually soaped, brushed 

and hosed off. The first step is now fully 

automated thanks to the new foaming 

arch. On entering the hall, the tanker 

drives through the arch, which starts and 

stops automatically, triggered by signals 

from sensors.

The system extension was completed 

in summer 2009. Gröninger engineers 

ensured that as much use as possible was 

made of the existing system. We would 

like to thank Dreher Tanker Cleaning for 

the trust they have placed in Gröninger 

and wish the company a profitable 

future.   

Extended service options at 
Dreher Tanker Cleaning

Solutions to save energy as well as costs
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Short news

 HCCR – Sopron (HU) has been running a tank-cleaning and container 

depot since 1993 in the Hungarian city of Sopron, a logistics hub 65 km to the 

south-east of Vienna. Tanks containing foodstuffs as well as chemicals are cleaned in 

the two cleaning zones. Gröninger has supplied a new high pressure pump integrated 

seamlessly into the existing system.   

 Lubrizol Europe – Kallo (B) 
Gröninger has produced a mini 

cleaning machine to clean five-litre 

jerry cans. The jerry can is placed over 

a small rotating jet and is then cleaned 

automatically. The cleaning machine is very 

useful for companies that have to clean 

small quantities of cans every day. There is a 

high pressure and low pressure variant, depending on the extent of contamination.   

 Bertschi – Moerdijk (NL) runs 

a container terminal next to W. Kolb 

B.V. (a producer of non-ionic tensides 

(detergents)). Bertschi provides logistics 

services for Kolb, such as loading and 

storing containers with finished product. 

These containers are kept at a specific 

temperature using steam. To reduce the 

amount of labour needed, the decision 

was made to invest in two temperature-

controlled steaming points. The remaining thirteen steaming points are expected 

to be upgraded early in 2010. We wish Bertschi and Kolb all the best with their new 

investment.   

 After the cleaning process, it’s important – particularly for silos – to make sure 

everything is dried properly. Gröninger supplies a highly compact, efficient 

drying system (Drypack), which has already proven its worth with many customers. 

Optimum drying results are achieved with filtered hot air (70°C). Various companies, 

including Den Hartogh and Pieter Bon, have also recently opted for Drypack.

Pieter Bon Czn – Zaandam (NL) have been using a Gröninger tank cleaning system since 

1992. Tankers and silo trucks transporting foodstuffs are cleaned in three washing 

zones. After 16 years of intensive use, it was time to replace the old drying system. The 

recently installed dryer dries the tankers and silo trucks in next to no time in all three 

zones.

Den Hartogh – Dordrecht (NL) have four washing zones for cleaning foodstuffs and 

chemicals. The system was built at the end of the 1970s by Gröninger on behalf of Bos 

Transporten. Some of the pumps and heaters have been giving faithful service for over 

30 years! Den Hartogh is again investing in improving its services by purchasing a new 

Drypack system.   

Ongoing Projects 

■  Cotac – Mannheim (D)
Alteration to water supply for foodstuffs zone

■  Akzo Nobel – Cologne (D)
IBC cleaning in cabins

■  GDS – Alexandria (Egypt)
Tank cleaning system at container depot

■  LOGISERV – 
 Râmnicu Vâlcea (R)
Tank cleaning system and waste water treat-

ment system 

■  Tank Cleaning Europoort – 
 Rotterdam (NL)
New construction of tank cleaning system

■  Wemmers – Zaandijk (NL)
New construction of tank cleaning 

location AAK

■  Den Hartogh Botlek – 
 Rotterdam (NL)
Expansion of existing tank cleaning system

■  IFF – Tilburg (NL)
IBC cleaning in cabin

■  HTC Colombus – Antwerp (B)
Latex cleaner


